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Tour Leader:   Marcus John 

Co-Leader:   Peter Clements 

 
Participants:   Steve Berrington 

Sue Haimes 

Trish Goldsmith 

Sally Gordon 

Patricia Johnson 

Fran Madle 

Geoff Madle 

Trina Stallwood 

Mick Stallwood 

Alain Verstraete 

Day 1 Saturday 10th August 

We met in Glasgow on a cool and showery day but this was not an issue as we spent most of our time on the 

long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and refreshments at the Green Wellyboot in 

Tyndrum, we drove the length of Glen Coe, considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in 

Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at Corran Ferry (where Black Guillemots breed) and continued 

through Strontian, along Loch Sunart to Glenborrodale. 

 

After a superb dinner (the first of many), we met together in the Glenborrodale Centre sitting room to consider 

the itinerary for the following day and to discuss our targets for the week. To our delight, a male Pine Marten 

came to feed on the peanuts right outside the sitting room window. To watch this enigmatic animal for over half 

an hour was truly memorable. 

 

Throughout the holiday, the Glenborrodale Centre itself provided other opportunities for seeking out wildlife; 

we had regular night-time visits from inquisitive Red Deer and a Tawny Owl was heard calling on most evenings. 

Lots of common birds visited our feeding station where we put out a variety of food every day.  

Day 2 Sunday 11th August 

We spent the day exploring the western peninsular and dodging the showers! We journeyed along the stunning 

shoreline and around Ben Hiant, the highest mountain on the peninsular. We spent the next two hours at 

Ardnamurchan Point, which is the most westerly place in mainland Britain. We enjoyed watching seabirds off-

shore; these included Gannets, Manx Shearwaters, Kittiwakes, Guillemots and Razorbills. Closer in, there was 

also a pair of displaying Red-throated Divers. 

 

We returned to Kilchoan and stopped on the old jetty for a break. Trina picked out a distant swimming mammal 

which was quickly identified as an Otter. He swam slowly into Kilchoan Bay where he proceeded to fish for 

approximately 20 minutes, regularly climbing out onto a rock to consume his prey.  
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Everyone enjoyed excellent views of this beautiful animal in his natural habitat. We also saw Common Seal and 

some of us saw a Common Sandpiper. 

 

In the afternoon, we travelled across the central moorland as far as Acheteny, enjoying good views of a herd of 

Red Deer, mostly hinds with young. We finished the day looking out across picturesque Glenborrodale Bay. 

Geoff quite quickly found another Otter, which again we were able to admire for several minutes. Here we also 

added Curlew and Greenshank to the bird list. We had made a wonderful start to our week of mammal watching! 

Day 3 Monday 12th August 

After another Scottish breakfast, we set off for the north-east and Castle Tioram. The weather was again 

showery interspersed with short sunny spells. We drove across Kentra Moss to the mouth of Kentra Bay, where 

we stopped to scan the water. We didn’t find Otters but we enjoyed watching both Arctic and Common Terns 

fishing in the bay. Next stop was Castle Tioram; this was the ancestral seat of the Clanranald, strategically placed 

at the head of Loch Moidart and the Shiel River. We walked over the tidal causeway to the ruined castle, enjoying 

views of more Common Terns. We also had a lovely sighting of an adult Spotted Flycatcher feeding a downy 

youngster. 

 

As we travelled back through the little village of Acharacle we headed down to the jetty to scan Loch Shiel. Fran 

found two ducks with three ducklings; on closer inspection we realized that this was a pair of Scaup with young 

– the first confirmed breeding record in Britain for twenty-five years! 

 

Early afternoon was spent at Garbh Eilean, where a hide overlooks an island in Loch Sunart. Here we watched 

several confiding Common Seals and added a few more birds to our trip list including Red-breasted Merganser. 

 

After lunch we went to look for birds of prey at the beautiful watch-point of Camas Nan Geall. Geoff spotted a 

pair of adult White-tailed Eagles which flew low across the moorland before circling up overhead – spectacular! 

While we were appreciating the sheer size and power of these birds, an adult Golden Eagle flew across towards 

Ben Hiant. Slightly smaller than the White-tailed Eagles, it is arguably a more handsome bird and perhaps the 

most iconic of all highland species. Enjoying prolonged views of both eagle species was a real highlight of the 

whole trip. 

 

We finished the day at Glenborrodale Bay where we found a family group of 4 Greenshanks, watched Terns 

fishing in the still waters and saw more Common Seals. In the evening we watched a Hedgehog as it fed outside 

the living-room window. 

Day 4 Tuesday 13th August 

The day dawned brightly as we set out from Laga Bay in the “Laurenca” for a day in the Sea of the Hebrides. 

The weather remained mostly calm and bright though it clouded over in the afternoon. As we sailed down Loch 

Sunart, we saw many more Common Seals on the shore. We headed over to the coast of Mull and into Bloody 

Bay, where we saw another White-tailed Eagle. We also came across several giant Basking Sharks. This species is 

the second largest shark in the world and we calculated one of them to be over 8 metres long. By the end of the 

day we had encountered more than a dozen! 
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We visited the Cairns of Coll for lunch and to watch Common and Grey Seals in an idyllic location. As it was 

high tide, we were able to land and walk around one of the uninhabited islets. However, lunch was cut short 

when our skipper Tom had a message that there was a super-pod of Common Dolphins close to our position. 

We set off towards another boat and through binoculars, the sea appeared to be boiling…there were over 100 

Common Dolphins! As we drew closer, about 20 broke away to swim under and around our boat for several 

minutes. As we sailed off, a small number were riding our bow-wave; it was an enthralling encounter.  

 

Rather than visit the tearooms on Muck, we decided to devote the remaining time at sea to look for Minke 

Whales. We could not find any whales but we watched an impressive range of seabirds flying quite close to the 

boat. These included Storm Petrel, Manx Shearwater, Balearic Shearwater, Sooty Shearwater, Great Skua, Arctic 

Skua and Puffin. Our admirable skipper Tom delivered us safely back to Laga Bay after an outstanding day at sea 

that had provided a true wildlife spectacle. 

Day 5 Wednesday 14th August 

The weather was changeable, sunshine and showers but with light winds. We spent the morning visiting Sanna 

Bay, a stunning location near Ardnamurchan Point. The bay is reached by driving across rocky hills that 

represent a volcanic ring formation - a fascinating landscape. Waders seemed to be late returning from the Arctic 

this year; at Sanna we found a Ringed Plover but there were no other waders. The photographers amongst us 

took the opportunity to get shots of an immaculate juvenile Wheatear. 

 

We returned to Kilchoan and walked out past Mingarry Castle (historical seat of the MacIan Clan and currently 

under renovation). Here we found two more White-tailed Eagles, one adult and one sub-adult. They drifted over 

in the on-shore breeze with their pale heads and yellowish bills clearly visible. Subsequently the sub-adult 

perched on the rocky shore, providing pleasing views in the telescope. We stopped for lunch in Kilchoan and 

saw another Otter, though this time rather distantly. However, we were then alerted to the presence of dolphin’s 

off-shore and counted ten Bottle-nose Dolphins – another cetacean to add to the list! Before returning to 

Glenborrodale we again drove to Acheteny and saw more Red Deer and also the smaller and more delicate Roe 

Deer.  

 

After dinner, we parked outside the Nadurra Centre from about 8pm to wait for Pine Martens. We were 

rewarded when two youngsters came out to feed on the peanuts we had put out; everyone had excellent views as 

they ran back and forth for about 20 minutes. It was a great finale to another excellent day’s wildlife watching. 

Day 6 Thursday 15th August 

It was a mainly wet day with only short dry spells but once again we did not let the weather slow us down! We 

first went to the medical centre in Acharacle where the staff regularly put out hazelnuts to attract Red Squirrels. 

We waited patiently and eventually saw a Red Squirrel running out onto the lawn to eat the nuts. Although our 

views were brief, in most people’s eyes this won the award for cutest animal of the trip! 

 

As it was still wet, we decided to return to the hide at Garbh Eilean, with a stop to get another look at the Scaup 

family on Loch Shiel. From the hide we saw more close Common Seals and another Sparrowhawk but no 

Otters, despite the fact that they are recorded here almost daily. 
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In the afternoon we returned to Glenborrodale and made our way down to “Aperitif Point”. This promontory 

overlooks the outer part of Glenborrodale Bay (and is so named because it has a convenient wooden platform 

where newly-weds staying at the adjacent castle can enjoy their champagne). There were both Common and 

Arctic Terns lingering close to the point. It was a real pleasure to watch them swooping and dipping into the 

calm water to feed on small fish. 

 

In mid-afternoon we headed up to Swordle Bay on the north coast of the peninsular. Smooth white sand, a 

rocky headland and views across to the small isles and Skye make this a very atmospheric spot. Here we saw 

another Otter as it made its way across the outer reaches of the bay. Further out at sea, we also saw the dorsal 

fins of four Basking Sharks as they swam slowly past. On our return journey we drove up the track to the wind 

turbine on Beinn Bhuidhe. We were looking at a couple of flighty Wheatears when a male Hen Harrier suddenly 

flew low across the slope below us - a great way to finish the day.  

Day 7 Friday 16th August 

Several of us set out before breakfast to photograph Red Deer. Although we had seen lots of hinds and young, 

we had not had the chance to photograph any stags because they spend most of the day on the upper slopes. 

However, they can be found at the roadside in the early morning and late evening. On the road to Kilchoan both 

Alain and Mick got good photographs of several stags including a fine “10-pointer”.  After breakfast we returned 

to Ardnamurchan Point to look for seabirds and cetaceans out at sea and to revisit the excellent café! The 

weather was mainly dry with light winds so there were fewer birds than earlier in the week and unfortunately no 

cetaceans. Whilst watching Guillemots and Razorbills, we noted that almost all of our sightings were of adult 

males with their single young, the females having already flown south. 

 

During the afternoon we revisited Mingarry Castle and the raptor watch-point at Camas Nan Geall before an 

early return in anticipation of our night-time safari. Niall led the safari in his land-rover whilst most of us 

followed in the minibus. We scoured the hill-sides in search of Wildcats but to no avail. We saw many Red Deer 

including some big stags but sadly other mammals eluded us. The highlight of the night was a close Barn Owl 

that we encountered in the Swordle area.  

 

Day 8 Saturday 17th August 

After our last big breakfast, we returned to Glasgow via the Corran ferry and Glencoe. It had been a very 

successful week, the highlights being the excellent views of Otter, Pine Marten and Common Dolphin. As a 

group, we thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company and this helped to ensure that the holiday was truly 

memorable. The service provided by the staff and the quality of the food throughout our stay are well worth 

mention. The accommodation was clean and comfortable, we were made to feel very welcome and the castle 

chef and his team ensured that every meal was superb! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (C = common; P = present) 

     August 

  Common name Scientific name Trip  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata 2  2       

2 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis P         

3 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 1    1     

4 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus C         

5 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauritanica 1    1     

6 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus 5    5     

7 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana C         

8 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo C         

9 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis C         

10 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea C         

11 Greylag Goose  Anser anser P         

12 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos P         

13 Greater Scaup Aythya marila 5   5   4   

14 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima 2 2        

15 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 6   2  4    

16 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 5   2 1 2    

17 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus cyaneus 1      1   

18 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo P         

19 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 1   1      

20 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2     1 1   

21 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus C         

22 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 2  1   1    

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata P         

24 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 1     1    

25 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 4  1   4 4   

26 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 2  1    1   

27 Red Knot  Calidris canutus 1       1  

28 Dunlin  Calidris alpina c30      c30   

29 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua 5    4  1   

30 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus 2    2     

31 Common Gull  Larus canus P         

32 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus P         

33 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus P         

34 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii P         

35 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus P         

36 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla P         

37 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo C         

38 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea C         

39 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge C         

40 Razorbill  Alca torda C         

41 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 7 6 1       

42 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica 1    1     

43 Rock Dove  Columba livia c10   c10  c10    
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     August 

  Common name Scientific name Trip  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

44 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' P         

45 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus P         

46 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto P         

47 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 1   1      

48 Barn Owl Tyto alba 1       1  

49 Tawny Owl Strix aluco H         

50 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 1    1     

51 Sky Lark  Alauda arvensis P         

52 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia P         

53 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica  P         

54 House Martin  Delichon urbica P         

55 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis C         

56 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus P         

57 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1  1       

58 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii P         

59 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes P         

60 Dunnock  Prunella modularis P         

61 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos P         

62 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula P         

63 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula P         

64 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 6  2    4   

65 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus P         

66 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe P         

67 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 2   2      

68 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus P         

69 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 2   2      

70 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 3   3      

71 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 1   1      

72 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 2     2    

73 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus P         

74 Great Tit Parus Major P         

75 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 1   1      

76 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 1   1      

77 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix P         

78 Common Raven  Corvus corax C         

79 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris P         

80 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus P         

81 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs C         

82 Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris 2     2    

83 Lesser Redpoll  Carduelis cabaret 1       1  

84 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis P         

85 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus P         

86 Twite  Carduelis flavirostris c25  c25     c25  

87 Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina P         

88 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 2  2       

89 Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 1   1      
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     August 

  Common name Scientific name Trip  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

90 Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 4      4   

91 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella P         

Mammals            

1 European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 1   1      

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 3 1 1   2    

3 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra 4  2   1 1   

4 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina C         

5 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus c4    c4     

6 Red Deer Cervus elaphus C         

7 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 2     2    

8 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 1      1   

9 Field Vole Microtus agrestis 1   1      

10 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 1   1      

11 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus c10     c10    

12 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis c120    c120     

13 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 2  2       

Fish            

1 Basking Shark Cetorhinus maximus c16    c12  4   

Butterflies (* = Scottish sub-species) 

Large White,  Pieris brassicae Green-veined White,  Pieris napi 

Common Blue,  Polyommatus icarus Speckled Wood,  Pararge aegerica oblit* 

Scotch Argus,  Erebia aethiops caledoni* Peacock,  Aglais io 

Dragonflies 

Common Hawker,  Aeshna juncea Golden-ringed Dragonfly,  Cordulegaster boltonii 

Other Taxa 

Comb Jellyfish,  Beroe cucumis Moon Jellyfish,  Aurelia aurita 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish,  Cyanea capillata Common Frog,  Rano temporaria 

Whirligig Beetle,  Gyrinidae Pond Skater,  Gerridae 

Blood-nosed Beetle,  Timarcha tenebricosa  

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

